10 Jesus Returns and Vows to Change the World./Manipulation.
“Jesus returns and vows to change the world”.

Joseph was going to Jerusalem to present Jesus to the Temple according to custom. It took several days to travel with Mary and the child but the journey was exciting. There was another reason to the visit to Jerusalem. They were going to see meet Simeon. 


They hadn’t met Simeon before but knew him as the leader of the Zealots, a resistance to Roman rule in Palestine. Joseph was part of the Nazareth group but it had been agreed that it was time for all the local organisations to meet together.


At the time of Jesus’ birth Simeon had been very interested in the reported visit to the child of three travellers from the East. The significance was lost on Joseph who had never understood the strange happenings around the birth of his son. Simeon had sent a message that he needed to see the boy.


After the ceremonies had been completed Jesus was taken to meet Simeon. The old man was almost overcome but his announcement amazed Joseph and Mary as well as many others at the meeting. He proclaimed that Jesus would be the leader of the movement to liberate the people in Israel. He exhorted Joseph to ensure that Jesus was well educated in language and the Holy Book and he pledged some money to compensate Joseph for the cost of 

boy’s education as well as any lost time that Jesus should have been working alongside Joseph’s carpentry business.


Joseph was perplexed that is son was clearly being singled out for something special. He hoped that it would not be too dangerous. Secrecy was paramount as the Romans were constantly trying to find organised resistance to their occupation and their response to any found was swift and brutal. The meeting of the resistance groups, some from the Zealots and some from the Essenes, were mainly fact finding and recording information about Roman strengths and weaknesses; but all the members knew that there was a plan being formulated to be implemented in the years ahead. They also knew that there were conflicts between those who wanted to operate within the religious hierarchy and those who were disenchanted with the Temple official’s co-operation with the Roman authorities.


Simeon had been dead for many years when the next big meeting was organised in Jerusalem. Again Joseph was instructed to bring Jesus and for him to ensure that he had studied the Holy Book in detail. He was to be tested. The Passover festival was to be used for cover for the meeting. As Jesus was now 12 years old he was able to attend the meeting even ‘though he was unsure what it was about. He was told that it was a very secret meeting and that on the next day he was to be tested on his knowledge of the Holy Book.


 Early the next day one of the Central Committee came to Joseph. He asked for Jesus to come with him and that he would ensure that he was well looked after. Jesus was taken to a meeting room at the Temple and there he was submitted to questioning from the Jewish teachers. The test was supposed to take only an hour but it went so well that Jesus stayed with them for most of the day. At the end of the day they told him that he had passed the test but here was another test the following day as part of a scholarship that he might have a chance of winning even though he had been thought too young to enter.


Joseph was told that Jesus would be staying and that he would be delivered safely back to him with one of the group from Nazareth. Joseph and Mary decided to make for home, confident that Jesus would be with the group within a day or so. In fact after a day’s travelling Jesus had still not caught up with them and so they went back to Jerusalem; a little worried.


They eventually found him, still in the Temple. They scolded him for being inconsiderate but he was under the impression that they had known that he was there. He apologised, but their upset was forgotten when the Elders of the Temple came to see them. They announced that Jesus had passed all the tests and that they were very impressed with his knowledge. They told Joseph and Mary that they should be very proud of their son. He had won a Travelling Scholarship and that it would be funded from Temple money. They were asked to decide how the money was to be spent.


This was quite overwhelming to Joseph but he, Mary and Jesus were taken from the Temple to a meeting place where the leaders of the resistance group were waiting. They too congratulated Jesus and his parents on the achievement.


Joseph became aware that much of what as happening had been planned. He was surprised when it became clear that Mary was more aware of this than he was, but he kept his feelings to himself. He was proud of his son but was nervous about where it all might lead. He was out of his depth.


The leader told them that the visitors from the east at the birth of Jesus were also, in their own country, leaders of resistance to Roman domination. Their mysticism had indicated that the signs around Jesus were special and that he had been singled out as a future leader. The plan had been for Jesus to travel east to study different cultures and to prepare for his role in the overthrow of the Romans. Now the plan could be implemented.

Joseph was seventeen years older but none the wiser. Life was quite good but he mainly concerned himself with working as a carpenter, with his sons. Mary had become more involved with the Resistance movement and it was she who told him that Jesus was on his way home. There was much to do.

When Jesus had left he had a travelling companion but now he was alone and could arrive anytime in the next month or so. There needed to be a welcome home party with all friends and neighbours invited. Preparations needed to be made so that whenever Jesus arrived they could be ready quickly. 


Joseph sat quietly one evening. He looked at Mary. “We don’t even know what he will look like,” he said, rather sadly. “I’ve missed him a lot.” “I know,” said Mary, “it’s been very hard for you.” “But what is going to happen now?” asked Joseph, a little plaintively. “I only know that life is never going to be the same again,” said Mary. Joseph saw the determined look that she often had these days. She was looking forward to whatever was going to happen. He dreaded it. He felt that he was again going to feel overwhelmed by circumstances which he didn’t understand and couldn’t control.


It was a few weeks later that a young man burst into the house. “He’s coming, he’s coming,” he shouted, and rushed out again; running down the street, still shouting. Joseph didn’t know how Mary kept so calm. She just started getting things ready, giving him a few instructions whilst straightening her dress and adjusting the chairs around the table. He went to her and tried to hold her but she pushed him away. “Not now”.


They were at the doorway. They could hear the noise of the crowd before it appeared around the corner. Walking purposely at the front of the group was a young man. He wore an unfamiliar long brown robe and his head was shaven, but, yes, it was Jesus. Mary didn’t move. Jesus saw her and the crowd was quiet. He came to her and she fell into his arms. After a moment he looked up and saw his father. Joseph felt a surge of relief and went forward to join the hug and the crowd erupted into joyous shouts.


Somebody brought out a table, another some jugs of cold water another some biscuits. Soon there was a street party going on. It was all inevitable and felt very good but both Joseph and Mary just wanted Jesus to themselves. It was over an hour before the crown sensed this and with a few more “welcome backs" to Jesus they gradually withdrew, leaving the three of them alone, together with all Jesus’ brothers and sisters, some of whom he had never met. They entered the house.


“You look thin”, said Mary. “Are you well?” “You seem to be very quiet”, said Joseph, “but you must have so much to tell us.” “Yes”, said Jesus. “ First I need to tell you that I have learned so much since I left home all those years ago. The places where I visited and where I eventually stayed were very different from Palestine. They do not share the same religion, in fact they do not know what a Jew is let alone about the religion or about God. I will tell you everything but the monastery where I have been living for years is a place of quiet. We were not encouraged to talk much, and the language was difficult to learn.


The quietness was well and truly ended. Jesus talked well into the night and eventually collapsed into bed exhausted. At breakfast he began to talk again about the simple differences in the lifestyles that he had found. When he started talking about religion Mary stopped him. “The Group are coming here later this morning. They will be particularly interested in the more philosophical issues, we’ll wait until then.” “I think that I might disappoint them”, said Jesus. “We’ll wait and see” responded Mary.

As they didn’t have a room big enough for all those who were to attend the meeting they had to go to the house of Jacob. Joseph, Mary and Jesus entered the room where there were already seven men and one woman, sitting. They stood to greet them and spoke warmly to Jesus. After a few more people arrived it was a man named Judas of Galilee who spoke.

Judas of Galilee.

We all understand that Jesus had only just arrived back after travelling for almost seventeen years but we felt it important to meet with him as soon as possible. (Turning to Jesus) please forgive what might seem an intrusion but you will understand if I explain.


I represent the Zealots. We object to Roman occupation of the land of Palestine and resist it by all means possible. Others here represent the Essenes who are not as closely associated with the Jewish faith. There are some other groups here as well. It was almost twenty years ago that it was suggested that our constant disagreements over the best was to oppose Roman occupation were counterproductive. We didn’t want to compromise our individual beliefs but nor did we want to fight each other when we did have the common cause to reclaim our ability to live free of Roman dictatorship.


As you are aware Herod had gained the control of Judea with the help of the Romans and was appointed as tetrarch, king. The fact that the people hated him caused him to be suspicious of any threat and children borne at the time that you were born were, for whatever reason, a particular threat. You survived the slaughter of the innocents but gained fame. I must be blunt, we, the resistance, have been manipulating your development ever since. We believed that to set you up to become even more knowledgeable than ourselves would provide us with insight and help us to plan a way forward. 


I ask again for your forgiveness but the stakes are high. It is the future of the Jewish nation that is at stake. Or, as some would have it, the future of humanity is at stake if it is not to be crushed by the Roman juggernaut.


(He turned to the others) Is there any amongst you who would like to say something before we listen to Jesus? 

(The woman in the group stood.) My name is Miryai and like Jesus I was born among the Nazoreans. I was not part of the original planning but would also ask Jesus to help us with his new understanding of the world, to avoid unnecessary hostility between us. The way forward is up to us but we would be much better off if we were clear about what we believed. 



We know that Jesus was very knowledgeable about the Torah when he was just twelve. This knowledge won him the scholarship as we had hoped. He has travelled amongst unbelievers. (Turning to Jesus) How do you now see the religion within which you were born?

The room went quiet.

Jesus stood.

My mother was afraid this would happen and I understand why. You are expecting a lot and you want instant answers. Well my answers cannot yet be well put together and may well cause you to further reflect. I may not be what you want me to be.


For many years now I have been trying to gain an understanding of myself rather than the study of history which is the way of Jewish students. The truths, if I may call them that, are truths about mankind rather than any particular religion or sect. I must say now that I no longer consider that it is right to say that Jews are the chosen people, that God, or anyone else has the right to reject most people in the world because they have never heard of him. I cannot reconcile the actions of the Jewish people in invading other peoples cities and slaughtering men, women and children because their God says it’s alright.


I cannot associate myself with the judges who order the slaughter of a town of innocents because of the disgusting activities of some of it’s soldiery and then reward the same soldiers by allowing forcible abduction of young girls because is will benefit a Jewish tribal legacy. In short I left Palestine a bewildered boy who believed in God and Judaism and have returned with unanswered questions but clarity in a commitment to a better world.


I have brought back a philosophy from the east. “What you do not wish done to yourself, do not do to others.” This is a truth which is at the centre of my new beliefs. If you can accept this then perhaps other teachings may be of assistance. I would want Judea to be free of the Romans. I have witnessed their atrocities in many lands, but I have seen atrocities carried out by others. 

There had been unrest while he was speaking but the last thing that he said caused a moment of silent thought. 

Mary stood. She was in tears. She turned and hugged her son. 

Welcome home.

Miryai also stood. 

I liked that. I think that might give us something to work with.

Judas of Galilee stood. 

I have always been an advocate to direct action against the Romans. Do you not see that there is a place for that approach?

Jesus answered. 

When he Romans insulted the Jewish temple with idolatry the people protested. He rounded them up and tried to intimidate them with drawn swords. When the people lay down and said “kill us then” they Romans backed down and removed the idols. I really don’t think that we can be as good at violence as the Romans are. I have been taught that it is better to tell people that they can follow or lead as they want  but anybody can suggest a better way. If their bad ways are highlighted and a better way looks more attractive it can often overcome.


Let me say this to those of you who I have disappointed. I want to teach a way of life which will undermine the Roman government but some of these teachings will undermine the Jewish hierarchy as well. I am not prepared to tell people to do what I believe is wrong but I am prepared to teach alternatives no matter what the powers that be might think.


Now I want to meet my friends and relax for a few days. Can I suggest another meeting next week when we can discuss possible ways forward.

With that he stood and left the room followed by Mary. Joseph sat, totally bewildered.

When Mary got back home with Jesus she sat him down and pulled up a chair to sit opposite to him. She told him first how proud she was of his ability not to be intimidated by those people who just wanted him to do what they told him to do. She explained that it had been hard for her to sit in at meetings where her son, Jesus, had been the centre of discussion as though his only importance was to be available to be manipulated by them. She wanted him to know that she was ready to step in if they seemed to be organising his life for him. It was so good that he was able to speak so strongly.


She went on to say that she was committed to the opposition to Roman rule but she did not subscribe to violence. As a Nazorean she was committed to healing wounds not causing them, but the Romans were guilty of such brutality against the people in both physical, social and spiritual ways that they had to be opposed. She really hoped that he would be able to see a way forward.


Jesus leaned forward. “Mother,” he said gently, “I have always known that I was meant to be something different. I love you and father very much and know that you want what is right for me, but you cannot know what that is meant to be. I am not really sure myself. I am attracted to the idea of a life if contemplation. That is what my past 10 years has been but, in my heart, I know that I have to engage in changing the very society in which people live. What I have seen over the past 17 years is so much bigger than Judaism, with it’s heritage, and so much bigger than the Roman Empire with all it’s power. 


What is going to be the main difficulty is just how much compromise will be necessary to achieve change. If I compromise just to gain popularity then the message I give will be superficial, if I seek popularity by openly attacking the Romans I will just become another statistic in Roman execution lists. I must be able to communicate with the people in a way which makes them think for themselves whilst giving them hope for a future where the Roman Empire will have no relevance for them.


In all this I will need your strength to sustain me. I will need you very much.”

Mary was in tears again. She whispered “my son I am yours and will always be there. Even when I don’t understand I will be behind you or at your side as you wish.”

Joseph entered the room. He had been standing in the doorway and had heard the last few minutes of what was said. “I like the bit about not understanding. I don’t understand a thing of what’s going on.” It was said with humour and Jesus and Mary laughed. Jesus said, “just keep us laughing like that and you too will be a tower of strength for me.”

Later Joseph came to Jesus. He repeated that he didn’t follow all that was happening but felt that it would lead to trouble for them all, but that if it really was what Jesus wanted then he would help in any way possible. He asked if it was alright for Mary to be more involved in the organisational work as she was so much better at it. Jesus hugged his father and didn’t need to say anything.

Five days later Jesus went, with Mary, to meet with those leaders of the Resistance who he had met. They stayed over night, before the meeting, with Miryai. She had wanted to talk with Jesus before the meeting.

Miryai made them feel welcome. After they had eaten they sat together. Miryai asked Jesus how much he remembered about the first stop he had made in his travels. Jesus answered that they had travelled several days before stopping in a town. He couldn’t remember the place but there had been people there who had been expecting them. He couldn’t remember much else.

Miryai.

The town was called Ecbatana, known as the “place of gathering”. There had been a meeting there of several nations concerned at the spread of the Roman Empire. A delegation from the meeting came to Palestine at the time of your birth. They visited you and your mother. They met with leaders of the Resistance in Palestine and were party to the plan to try to co-ordinate opposition to the Romans. After many arguments which seemed irresolvable agreed on the plan to groom a leader who would understand the issues involved and who would understand the cultural differences to be reconciled. 


It was the people in Ecbatana who arranged for you to travel as far to the east as possible to give you a feeling for the differences between nationalities at the same time to keep you away from the Romans.


Judas, the leader of the Zealots knows that I am telling you these things but has asked that I do not go into the differences that still exist between us here in Judea. I’m sure that you will hear enough of these outstanding issues tomorrow.

Miryai then asked Jesus to tell her about the journey further east and the places he had lived in. She was particularly interested in the attitudes to violence and the healing techniques that they used. They talked into the night before sleeping ready for the meeting in the morning.

Judas of Galilee started the meeting.

I heard what Jesus said when we met at his homecoming. I like to think that he was tired and merely hopeful of the Romans being amenable to leaving Palestine peacefully. I can’t say that I could be so optimistic. Surely some kind of action beyond talk is called for. The Romans only understand force as it is what they use all the time.


We have always had different approaches to resisting Roman occupation but I need to remind you that it has been agreed that we need to unify our actions, to become more focussed if we are to be effective. That is why we needed an objective voice and why we have been looking forward to hearing what Jesus has learned from his travels. We need to make decisions on the way forward and we need to make those decisions sooner rather than later.

Miryai.
We can all agree on that but now is the time to discuss the various possibilities. It would be wrong to try to push each other, especially Jesus, into making premature decisions. My own perspective is that there are oppressive aspects to the orthodox Jewish leadership and that is not too different to the arrogant governance of the Romans. Surely we should be resisting all systems which oppress the people. What philosophical issues are important? What is the point of making short term gains if the underlying issues are not addressed?

Judas.

There you go again. You seem afraid to make decisions. You always want to talk more and do less.

Miryai.

There is no need to be offensive. I am just as keen as you to move on but we’ve waited seventeen years for Jesus to return. A few more days is all I’m asking. I want to hear from Jesus.

Everybody looked at Jesus. He stood, albeit a little reluctantly.

I am all too aware of your expectations but need to say that these expectations belong to you. I do not have expectations at the moment and I’m not too sure that I can give you want you want.


The most important thing that I have learned is that it is wrong to oversimplify any situation where people are involved. There is an inherent conflict in all of us simply because we have our instincts, which are largely dependent on our more animal characteristics; hunger, warmth, security, procreation and the like. We have other, more human traits which may be in conflict with our instincts. Often this comes down to our feeling of wanting quick solutions to problems and our thoughts that we need longer term solutions if we are to avoid making the same mistakes again and again.


I must declare that my travels and experience tells me that time taken to make plans which take all factors into consideration makes good sense; but I do understand the point made by Judas that it is all too easy to spend years in deliberation and get nowhere. For me to suggest that we should all spend our time in meditation might well help us individually but would do little to help those suffering at the hands of the Romans. Personally I am ready to make plans with all of you based on our common cause to help the people to become free and happy.


I must say, even if it causes offence, that I have looked into my heart and can no longer support the notion of the Jews being God’s chosen people. In fact I now adopt the position that it is safer to consider Knowledge as God and to pursue it without prejudice as more productive than worshipping an ancient religion which has so many examples of brutality and downright nastiness. I believe that we should all encourage the habit of looking toward real people, our parents, our priests, our political leaders, our poets and ask is that person the kind of person who I can see is trying to help make the world a better place. Not by what they say but by what they do. In that I come closer to the point of view stated by Judas.

Judas is right that the Romans will resist any opposition but it is likely that an opposition based on undermining their power is likely to hasten their departure rather than any attempt to overthrow them by force. Any direct action is only likely to provoke a reaction which can hardly help the cause. If their strength is recognised as reason to admire then they will seek to demonstrate it all the more. If their strength is ignored, is not considered relevant, they would find it difficult to react. 

Living our lives as though they didn’t exist might be a better approach whilst we can look at all manner of things that would make their alien presence seem all the more alien. 

Judas.

You’re beginning to interest me. What sort of “all manner of things”?

Jesus.

Can I suggest that you meet in two separate groups this afternoon as both groups have different agendas. We will all come together when you are ready to invite me.

In the afternoon there were two meeting held. One with Miryai and the Nazoreans, the other by Judas of Galilee and the Zealots

Miryai.

Well, we’ve, we’ve certainly a few surprises in the past few days. Perhaps I should remind you that before my time with the organization there was an agreement with the Zealots that we should co-operate in a way which did not sacrifice our separate principles but to be truly effective we would send Jesus for training in other cultures and would want him to come back with a different set of principles to which we could all subscribe to in our efforts to rid ourselves from the Roman occupation.

Well Jesus has come up with an alternative approach and we have to decide whether to go with it or reject it. I must say that as I feel that he does seem to be closer to the healing way of dealing with these issues I am attracted to him but he is making it clear that he is talking to the whole of the human mace and not limiting himself to action against the Romans. Clearly he will antagonise the Jewish leaders as much as the Romans, if not more but that does not affect us too much. 


Well, what do you think?

Thomas.

I like him a lot. He will need all the help he can get and if our organization is willing then I, for one, am prepared to join with him. I’ve been wanting some real action and life around Jesus will never be dull.
Philip.

Me too, count me in. I think that I know more than Jesus about crowd control and I expect there to be huge attendances at his events when the word about him gets around. With him in the lead many of those healing techniques, which we have pioneered but had scant acknowledgment for, can become better known.

Miryai.

I will want somebody to be particularly watchful of Jesus and his relationship with the Scribes, the Romans and the Zealots.

Judas Iscariot.

You’re talking my language. Jesus seems almost childlike in some of the things he says and he will need somebody close to counsel him in his dealings with the groups that you mentioned. I can help him with the long term planning, as it will certainly take a while to be really effective.


I do need some guidance. Just how much behind the scenes manipulation do you want me to do?

Miryai.

We’ve got to achieve popular support, so anything that moves in that direction as quickly as possible would be good.

Judas Iscariot.

There’s a mood in the people. They want something to cheer about. I’ve got a few ideas but it will be the same problem about what any new initiatives will do to the long term aims.

Miryai.

You’re right, the long term aims will take time, but we do need to make progress. 

We wanted Jesus to motivate us and he certainly has. We must keep our minds on what we are trying to achieve. We want to liberate Palestine from the Romans. We want to promote healing as the basis of human society.  We want any religious groups to be a question of choice for people when they have the knowledge to choose, not the indoctrination method of the Jews.

We cannot be sure what Jesus will actually be like as a leader but for now I think that it would be a good idea of you all to tag along with him. Stay close, but not too close. When you volunteer yourselves try to make it seem as though he is doing the choosing.

It was in a separate house that the Zealots met.

Judas of Galilee.

Well do we give up now, or not? Jesus seems a bright enough leader but he is likely to antagonise the Jewish leaders as much as the Romans and I don’t know if he can achieve anything without the Scribes support?

Simon.

Perhaps it’s the popular support that’s more important. It depends on whether we think that our religious leaders need shaking up. We are critical of the moneylenders and other mercenary activities of the priesthood; and their sucking up to the Romans is a long-standing argument that we have with them. If you want I will join up with Jesus and try to keep faith with the scriptures. At the same time I’ll keep my sword available should he need that kind of protection.

James.

You must admit, Judas, that this Jesus is not afraid of coming forward. I know we have reservations but he is not going to be pushed around by anybody and I like that. I’m happy to give him a try.

John.

Where my brother James goes, I go. Seriously I think that a breath of fresh air is what is needed and although his line is more pacifist than I prefer, it may well lead to a more successful period in our organization if we pick up the pieces that are left around if he fails to deliver.

Judas.

I must say that I’m not convinced but I’ll give way to your enthusiasm. 

We want a stronger and clearer religious leadership based on the scriptures. Jesus seems to have moved away from this teaching and so our aim must be to insist that he does not teach against the Torah. 

As the first aim is to get rid of the Romans I’ll go along with this Jesus but I’ll be watching closely and you must all report back to me on a regular basis. Whatever you do, do not let Jesus know that your support is from our organization.

Jesus had enjoyed the time with his family but when the invitation to meet with Judas of Galilee and Miryai came he knew that his life was about to change forever.

They came to Jesus this time and met in his home. Mary, his mother asked to sit in the meeting.

Judas.

You have said enough to convince us that you are a man of integrity and that you have made good use of your travels. I cannot say that you have convinced me personally that you can get rid of the Romans without some kind of affiliation to the Scribes and Pharisees but I’m here to be persuaded.

Jesus started to speak but Miryai interjected.

Miryai.

Before you respond can I tell you that you have our backing. We think that there are huge problems to overcome but the idea of healing the wounds that exist in out society would be a fantastic step toward getting rid of the brute force of the Roman occupation.

Jesus.

My immediate problem is to try to accommodate your wishes whilst staying true to what I have learned. I can make compromises but cannot go too far. I’m not sure that I can go as far as you want.


I do appreciate that you invested a lot in my travelling east and that your aims have merit but I’m afraid that they are too short term. The one definite thing that I have come to understand is that there is good and bad in all people no matter what nation or religion they subscribe to.  Even when it is clear that an organisational aim is good, the same organization will seem to justify the bad.


I do understand that to be too idealistic is to lose touch with the world as it is but ideals are meant to be pursued rather than realised. The best we can do is to limit that part of our nature, which is animal and attempt to improve on that part of our nature, which serves the long term good for all people. That is what I want to teach.

Miryai.

I have no problem with what you are saying. It’s a question of strategy. What will grab the imagination of the people? How can we avoid being stopped too early by the authorities as they become aware of our activities? 

Judas.

We have to stay true to the scriptures in whatever we do. The present leadership has departed too far from Jewish law.

Jesus.

Then we have an immediate problem. Much of what is written has been a historical record. Not always a very true record. It may often be an issue of interpretation but there are some issues that stand out and must be confronted.

Some the records are simply a matter of brutal military conquest, with massive loss of innocent civilian life. Some of it a record of compromise of principle; like the Benjaminite issue. This type of compromise is as bad, if not worse, that the complaint that you have now. I can’t condone any blatant disregard of humanity for political dominance.

Judas.

You’re right, of course but I mean that there are key issues such as no idolatry, honour your mother and father, no incest, do not steal, do not murder, do not commit adultery. These must be respected.

Jesus.

I do not have a problem with any of those examples. It’s how they are enforced that I may have issue with.

Judas.

Yes, we will have arguments on such matters but we have enough agreement to start a campaign to get people aware of what we are about. I say lets get going.


Jesus sat with his mother after the others had left. She stated clearly that she was worried. She felt sure that despite their motives they would take some actions that would be unhealthy for her son. Jesus recognised this but that his safety was the fact that he meant to deal as directly as possible with the people. If he tried to negotiate with the authorities then they would not like what he was saying and would seek to stop him. If the people liked him then they would have to tread more carefully and that would give him time to change strategy is necessary.

It was late the following morning that there was a commotion at the end of the street. A crown came surging down and stopped outside the front door. Jesus looked at his mother. “So it begins,”  he said, and went out.


The crown hushed. He spoke quietly and yet everybody could hear him. “It’s good to see you all”, he said. “What can I do for you?” Somebody in the crown called out, “is it true that you are the Messiah. The one who the scriptures said would come?” Jesus replied. “If I said that then you would want proof. I tell you that I will be with you for some time. Watch what I do, listen to what I say. Make up your own minds who I am and what I represent. I have come from afar and have much to teach you, but in the end it is what we can achieve together than matters. Now I need to meditate and prepare for what is to come. I shall speak to you all soon and our journey together will begin. Please be patient.” He turned and went back into the house.


The crowd muttered to themselves as they had expected something different, then somebody said “well that was different. He didn’t give us all that sales talk that those in power usually give us. I think that we must give this Jesus a chance.”

As the crowd dispersed it was Judas Iscariot who was standing there. It was he who had spread the word about Jesus and who had spoken to set the crowd away with puzzled expectations.

Jesus sat, looking at his mother. She was proud and yet frightened. She felt that his handling of the crowd was wonderful but, like him, she knew that the crowd had not just happened. “You know that this is going to be a difficult path for you? “Yes, mother, but I don’t really have much choice. I have something to say and I need to say it.” “I mean that if you are successful at all, and I know you will be, there are many who will consider that you are to be manipulated. Just as you were this morning; but the damage may get more and more difficult to manage. Crowds can be swayed. You may well sway them in a good way but others will not have your good intensions. I’m afraid that, at some time, there will be those, even close to you, that will destroy you.” Jesus had a sad look as he said, “that, too, is inevitable.”

Manipulation.

Jesus, from all we know, was undoubtedly an intelligent, wise and compassionate man. The story focuses on his understanding of political strategy. Did he know how the Zealots and Nazarenes were manipulating him?


Manipulation can be a positive or negative action. Ever since organised religion existed the leaders have manipulated every situation for their best advantage. All religious leaders consider it their duty to respond to events as best they can in the short or long term interests of their faith. In the face of extreme conflict, when the outcome can be a disaster for the followers of their religion, at least in the short term, the leaders make compromises which clearly fly in the face of their religious principles.


Those who are scornful of democracy, Socrates in an earlier story and Machiavelli later, did so as they saw how the ideal of community involvement in the process of government could so easily be manipulated. To really participate in the process requires the knowledge and skill to be able to resist the manipulation of those in power. History has shown that Political and Religious leaders work hard to prevent their citizens from gaining such skills. Their apparent disastrous decisions are usually blamed on the critic’s lack of knowledge of the “real issues”. The practice of debate is the way in which such knowledge and skills are acquired.

Those who argue for rational debate on major issues do not just have political and religious leaders to contend with. They are also opposed by ordinary people who have 10,000 years or so of indoctrination. They have been told by their parents and their parents before them that they should comply with the social leaders who exist. It was not long ago that to refuse to comply would be to oppose the state and lead to severe punishment. In many countries ruled by tyrants, both political and religious, such dire consequences still exist. What parent would not teach compliance to their children if the alternative was so serious? After many generations of such reinforcement it is no wonder that ordinary people tend to be compliant with leaders who seem to promise security or a significantly better life; whether their arguments are rational or not.


An extra complication is that there is little obvious difference between the person who objects to compliance on rational grounds and the genuine religious believer for whom to resist compliance with religious decisions seem to contradict the teaching of their faith. The similarity is their opposition to those in power. This similarity leads to confusion in the minds of the onlookers as they see apparent allies differ on their motives for non-compliance. These differences are eagerly seized by those in power to discredit their respective arguments.

The strategic difficulty for the objector is that to succeed they must gain popular support but at the same time they must manipulate the situation to outwit their opponents. The act of manipulation can so easily tar them with the same brush as the leaders that they oppose and this can lose them popular support.

After the manipulation comes the consolidating act of, what is known these days as Brainwashing, Mind Manipulation. The manipulator knows that another manipulation by somebody else is a threat. If people can have their new belief firmly embedded in their subconscious then the manipulator’s position  can become more secure. This process is well known and has probably been practised for 10,000 years or more.

Is it possible to undo 10,000 years of brainwashing?

First the clarification of the question as it seems to be a daunting task. The ability to answer “yes” depends on it being clear that brainwashing is agreed as a corrupt and negative manipulation of the process of socialisation. We may not like many of the current social trends which are becoming embedded in our culture but we do have the power to influence the process. We can complain and, in a democracy, change the government. Brainwashing is different. It is when an authority is manipulating people’s perception of reality and getting them to overturn their previous beliefs in favour of a new belief. One decided by the authority doing the brainwashing.


For the brainwashing to be reversed it is necessary to confront the authority doing the brainwashing, subjecting the corrupt message with reality testing and then re-creating the relatively healthy socialisation process.


The answer, then, to the original question is “yes”. The corrupt message may have seemed all powerful but, once confronted it is, in reality, only a small part of the social psychology of the people who have been brainwashed. Once it has become considered irrational it becomes reversible. 


The fact that people are susceptible to irrational beliefs at all is due to their subconscious fears. This is what the manipulator has counted on. With openness and education everybody becomes more resistant to being brainwashed. So questioning those in authority can prevent them having the power to manipulate us. This is not a destructive thing to do. We all expect any professional person to have the means to demonstrate that they have studied their profession and have credentials to prove it. The same should be done of those who are our leaders. What qualifications do they have to support their status of leader? What success have they had in a similar position before?


Now comes the soul searching question. By what right do our current political and religious leaders maintain their status? Rather than just looking at the current leaders we must look back in history. Can we really say that say that, despite all the technical advances, the political process has achieved more than primitive tribal action, when brute force ruled the day? In fact, even today, politicians turn to military action whenever their political skills fail. They seem to fail quite often.


Religious leaders persistently feed people’s fears to maintain their leadership positions. Increasingly religion is being asked to give rational answers to questions related to their status as a significant social influence. The typical reaction is to say that this is an attack on religion, no matter how the questioners insist that they just are trying to protect people from brainwashing. If the sceptics are proven trouble makers, criminals, people trying to elevate themselves as a result of their questioning then they can be rightly ignored; but there are many worthy critics who should not be so summarily dismissed.


The most fundamental question to ask religious leaders is why they usually insist that children are recruited into the religious process before they are mature enough to assess the benefits or wisdom of the religion for themselves. All those who have the ability to brainwash people, usually those trained in hypnosis, will tell you that the more uncluttered the mind the more suggestible the person is to manipulation. Children are the easiest target for social brainwashing. Mass hypnosis is carried out by oratory, supported by images. The kind practised by religious and political leaders as well as those advertising other products.


At a time, when the very planet is in danger from natural processes triggered by the effects of human pollution of the atmosphere, is it not right that we should expect those making decisions to tackle the new challenges, to tell us what their credentials are for their seat at the top table of political leaders? When those discussing global warming spend their time defending their economic interests then what hope is there for sensible decision making based on the scientific evidence?


It is probable that the two answers that would be given to the questions raised above would be that they are chosen people. Chosen by their god or by their citizens. In both cases it must be asked that if the powers cited are the result of brainwashing then are we likely to get the changes that the world needs?


To be truly successful social brainwashing must be kept quite simple. So simple that the subject will experience little change in their day to day life. Once the corrupt massage is accepted by a significant number of people it becomes part of the socialising process. Once the leaders have indoctrinated their followers to believe in their leadership without question then change becomes more and more difficult. 


Civilisation began when the human animal became aware that knowledge enabled them to deny their instincts for the long term benefit of themselves and/or others. The underlying problem is that the instinctive animal is still within us all. Leaders can prey on the fears created by the dangers inherent in denying our instincts, and persuade us that they know better. Perhaps they should be asked to prove it. 


In the animal world the leader indicates that if their leadership is challenged then here will be trouble. Woe betide the opportunist. Humans, on the other hand, can choose to ignore their instincts in favour of assessing the merits of a range of leadership credentials. However in the religious and political arena the leaders still regularly warn of the dangers of opposing their position. They rely on the brainwashing messages of “trust me, I am the appointed leader” and “if you don’t accept me as your leader there will be trouble”.


Support for the above argument against the status quo come from one of the most successful aspects of today’s advanced economic nations, business. There is a saying in this world that a problem is not really a problem it is an opportunity. They are right. Businessmen do not accept the idea that when confronted by conflict they should run to a leader. They first try to tease out the nub of the problem and to look for creative solutions. Their boss would ask what is their proposed remedy for the perceived problem, not promise to deal with it for them.


However before becoming too enamoured with the business model mentioned there is the business model all to close too the Confidence Trick; Corporate Identity. Superficially for a business to have a corporate Identity can be a good thing. Do not football teams and good schools have a uniform to wear that their supporters can identify with? Are these not the ways in which teamwork and co-operation are to be promoted? Alas all to often the idea of promoting the business may cover other aims. Like the Confidence trick if an illusion of attractiveness, of well –being, can be displayed then the unwary can assume that the organisation is as healthy as the Identity on display. The saying “never judge a book by it’s cover” is very apt. An organisation can fool the stock-market with it’s glitz but the poor staff working at the grass roots will know that the fundamental structure is becoming unstable. The shiny new building will soon become tatty if cyclical maintenance is not established. Staff paid pitifully low wages may be glad of a job but will not stay long with all the problems of induction of new staff. Poor staff training can lead an organisation exposed in times of crises. Good looking procedure books don’t mean much if their procedures are not implemented. All these problems are not immediately apparent. They are hidden by the Corporate Identity.


Leaving the best bit until the postscript. It can be argued that although there are many difficulties in dealing with the problems of the world there is no reason, when we lift the shackles of proscripted followers, why we can’t continue to practice benevolent activities just because they make people feel good. Like giving. We can even enjoy learning different ways of doing it. Let the debates begin.

